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F° r JVjx o P 7 t° Grant Pardonfor Hof fa 

DETROIT, Sept 3 CAP) — prisoner and stlsn tha 77 - 


Frank E. Fitzsimmons, presi- 
dent of the Teamsters 'Union, 
made a public appeal today to 
President Nixon to pardon im- 
prisoned James R. Hoffa, Fitz- 
simmons’ predecessor as 
leader of the 2-million-member 
union. 

Hoffa has served 4 years 
in federal prison on jury 
tampering and mail fraud 
sentences totaling 13 years. 
His third appeal for parole 
was rejected last month by the 
U.S. Board of Parole. 

In concluding a Labor Day 
speech, taped and released in 
advance, Fitzsimmons said, 
“I’d like to address myself to a 
subject close to all Americans 
everywhere. 

“In reference to President 
Emeritus (James R.) Hoffa, it 
was with a heavy heart that 
we listened to news that the 
United States Parole Board 
denied his son’s (attorney 
James P. Hoffa’s) request for 
a parole. 

“We feel that on the basis of 
the internment of James R. 
Hoffa for 4 years, his exem- 
plary behavior as a model 


of his crime, he should have 
been given consideration for 
his release. 

“In order that justice may 
be served and the entire popu- 
lation of the United States of 
America be considered and 
the best interest of this coun- 
try be served to reinstitute the 
furtherance of justice and hu 
manity, I hereby publicly 
make a personal appeal to 
President Nixon of the United 
States of America to give con- 
sideration to a pardon to 
James R. Hoffa.” 

In turning down Hoffa’s 
third application for parole on 
Aug. 20, Chairman George J. 
Reed of the federal parole 
board said next consideration 
would come in June, 1972. No 
reason for denial was given. 

The special rehearing came 
in August after Hoffa formaHy 
resigned as general president 
of the Teamsters and from 
other union offices he had 
confined to hold since going to 
prison at Lewisburg, Pa., in 
March 1967. 

Unless freed by pardon or 
parole, Hoffa will not be eligi- 
ble for release, with time off 
for good behavior, until Nov. 
28, 1975. 


Working men and women, 
the Teamsters head said, are 
disturbed by what he de- 
scribed as “the manner in 
which politicians take every 
problem faced by Americans 
and turn it into a political 
football.” 

Fitzsimmons’ union sup- 
ported Mr, Nixon in the last 
presidential election, having 
broken with the Democratic 
Party because of what Hoffa 
termed “a vendetta” on the 
part of the late Robert F. Ken- 
nedy in prosecuting Hoffa 
while Kennedy was U.S. Attor- 
ney General. 


Earlier in his speech, Fitz- 
simmons questioned whether 
Congress had not deliberately 
omitted dividends and profits 
to drive a political wedge” be- 
tween working people and the 
administration in passing the 
Wage Stabilization Act, under 
which President Nixon im- 
posed his 90-day wage-price 
freeze. 

Fitzsimmons, who has 
pledged his union’s coopera- 
tion during the freeze, said it 
would insist any extension be- 
yond Nov. 12 "apply to all 
forms of income — not just 
wages and prices.” 



